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School Readiness

It’s a Tuesday. Chandra, a SPARK parent partner, is gathering the learning supplies

she’ll take with her to visit a family in Akron. Later this morning, little Xander will write

out his name for the very first time. Mom will cry; Chandra will applaud. Xander will feel

proud, and he’ll write it again and again. In six months, the first time the kindergarten

teacher asks, he’ll use his pencil and confidently write his name.

SPARK is our kindergarten readiness program.
Readiness is in the details: over time, and with
lots of repetition, SPARK children develop and
strengthen many different skills that they’ll
need to succeed in school. To really paint a
picture of SPARK, it’s important to show all
the small triumphs: the successes that come
one at a time, on random days, after months
of encouragement and work. Those triumphs
may seem little, but they certainly aren’t minor.
They’re the building blocks of readiness. Here
are a few:

-When Bryson started participating in SPARK,
no one could understand what he was trying
to say. He got so frustrated, he nearly stopped
speaking altogether. After working with SPARK’s
speech pathologist, he’s speaking much more
clearly—and is far more confident.

- Ryleigh is no longer homeless, and she’s not

in foster care anymore, either. Her aunt is
now raising her, and she’s trying very hard to
give Ryleigh a stable home for the first time
ever. At every SPARK visit, Ryleigh’s eager

to try new tasks, and she never, ever gives
up. She cannot wait for kindergarten to start,
so0 she can carry her very own pink, sparkly
backpack.

- Marcel was constantly in motion, and

was having a hard time identifying letters,
numbers, and shapes. Fast forward six
months, and he knows the letters in his name
and the numbers on his house, and he’s
staying engaged throughout an entire lesson.
His mom helps him practice every single day.
Both she and Marcel are very, very proud of
how far he’s come.

Names have been changed to protect privacy.

Tuesday:
A day to jump

Mateo’s mom was concerned that his
big, high-energy personality might make
getting ready for school a challenge.

But Maria, the family’s SPARK parent
partner, knew exactly what to do. She
worked closely with Mateo’s mom to
create a learning plan that was just right
for Mateo.

Every time Maria came for a SPARK

visit, she brought lots of activities that
used Mateo’s energy and personality to
help him learn. Maria would hide items
throughout the room and ask Mateo to
search for them. She would play music
and count with Mateo as they danced

and stretched. She would ask him to jump,
jump, jump: jump to the letters of his

name and jump to counted numbers.

By engaging his body and his brain,
Mateo got ready for school.

He’s still got a really big personality, but
now that he’s in school, Mateo has learned
to sit and listen for longer periods of time.
He’s off to a great start!



Parent Engagement

It’s a Tuesday. Charlie’s just arrived at his Active Parenting Now class. This is week

three, and he’s getting to know the other dads. Gary, the instructor, is about to discuss

keeping kids on track by offering choices instead of making demands: do you want to

put on your PJs first, or read a story first? Two days from now, Charlie will use this

strategy to get his stepsons to bed on time and with minimal fuss, for the first time in

months.

Every time a parent is equipped to increase a child’s resilience, the value of our parent engagement work

becomes clear.

Parenting practices affect generations, for good or for bad. While the child is consistently our focus, we
understand that by equipping parents with skills, tools, and strategies to parent (and co-parent) peacefully

and positively, we benefit our entire community.

Tuesday: A day to learn about
three-year-olds

As a single dad, Leland knows what he wants:
to be the best possible parent. Early Childhood

Resource Center has given him the tools to do that.

Parenting classes have taught Leland about the
stages of child development and helped him
understand what his three-year-old can—and
can’t—realistically be expected to do. He’s learned
a lot about compromise, and offering choices, and
how to make Liam a confident kid.

Leland’s a big fan of self-expression: he talks to
Liam about his feelings. When Liam’s having a
hard time, they practice deep breathing together,
or they count together slowly from one to 10. He
encourages Liam to tell his preschool teacher if
he’s having a bad day or if he would like a moment
to calm down.

As Leland’s working on his parenting skills, he’s
also trying to get Liam ready for kindergarten. The
SPARK program—and the family’s parent partner,
Libby—have been extremely helpful.

Leland is eager to dig into the school readiness
work. He wants to understand Liam’s strengths
and challenges, and wants to know what specific
things he can do to help Liam prepare. And Libby
is specially trained to coach him.

When Liam struggles, Leland tells him to take his
time, listen, and try. And when Liam succeeds,
Leland immediately reinforces the victory by

telling Liam he’s done a good job.

Leland is amazed at Liam’s progress in SPARK,
and he’s happy that he and his son are always
learning together and bonding—with guidance and
support from Early Childhood Resource Center.
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Professional Development
& Child Care Referrals

It’s a Tuesday. Haley, an early childhood specialist, is at a small child care center in

Ravenna. She’s explaining to Lisa, who teaches the toddlers, that if she puts the books
on lower shelves and the toys in smaller bins, the kids will find them more easily and
independently—and it’ll be easier for Lisa to clean up, too. For the next ten minutes,
Haley and Lisa will work together to make this corner of the classroom more organized
and enticing. By this time next year, the child care center will have earned five stars for

its high level of quality, partially because of the enhanced classroom environment.

Right in the classroom in real time, we're guiding and coaching teachers to motivate and challenge children, plan
lessons with school readiness in mind, and engage parents in their children’s learning.

And every time we help a family find high-quality child care so that parents can work, we’re helping to cultivate the
stability children need to grow into their best selves.

Tuesday:
A day to celebrate a journey

Nova Chasser loves to talk about her joy. She’s
referring to Abby, a little girl Nova cares for at her
family child care business in Trumbull County.

At one point, Nova was not thinking about joy,
but about how she would live her life without
legs. Several doctors told Nova that a circulation
problem meant she might lose her legs. She
understood that meant she would also lose the
career she loved. Early Childhood Specialist
MaryBeth helped her keep her livelihood.
MaryBeth discovered that while Nova was
addressing her medical condition, her Child
Development Associate credential had expired.
MaryBeth showed Nova that with a little
additional training and an application, she could
retain her credential.

Next, Nova’s program became highly rated in
Ohio’s Step Up To Quality system, a process that
had been interrupted due to her health challenges.
While getting rated is a complicated process,
MaryBeth supported Nova throughout.

Abby’s name has been changed to protect privacy.
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Today, Nova’s family child care center has five
stars: that’s the highest possible rating, awarded
only to providers demonstrating comprehensively
excellent practices that go far beyond basic
licensing standards. In fact, in our six-county
region, Nova is one of only 19 licensed family child
care providers (out of 276) who have earned that
coveted five-star rating.

Nova cares for six children in her home, including
her joy: three-year-old Abby. Abby’s been with
Nova since she was six months old. Nova suspected
Abby might be autistic, so MaryBeth connected
Nova with lots of training on how to care for
autistic children as they grow. She’s learned a

lot about how to help Abby—and how to teach

the other children to interact with her. All the
children in Nova’s care have grown up with Abby.
While Abby doesn’t speak, the other children have
learned that when she puts out her hand, she’s
communicating about what she wants or needs.
And now communication with Abby is even easier,
thanks to a tablet and sign language picture cards
purchased with stabilization grant funding from
the state of Ohio. MaryBeth helped Nova apply for
the funding, and it has made all the difference.
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2021-2022 CONTRIBUTORS

MANY THANKS ¢

We are deeply grateful to all those who share our vision and invest in our work.

We could not make these impacts without their support.
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Canton City Public Health

City of Canton Community Development
GAR Foundation
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Hoover Foundation
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$10,000 and above
PNC Foundation
GBS Corporation

$5,000 and above

Deuble Foundation
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HealthPath Foundation of Ohio
W. Henry Hoover Fund

$2,000 and above

Belden Brick Co. Charitable Trust Fund
Joni Close

GAR Foundation

Goldman Sachs

Seth Rosen, Nitorum Capital

Tom and Sandy Turner

Eun Young White

$1,000 and above

415 Group

Area Wide Protective
Brad and Aimee Belden

Centennial Enterprises, Luke Vincer
Scott and Karen Fitzpatrick

Scott Hasselman

Cynthia Hunt
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Innis Maggiore

Jane Williams Mahoney Philanthropic Fund
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Kaulig Giving
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Ed and Louise Mahoney
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Bill and Mary Nolan
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$500 and above

Kelly and Michele Benson
Danielle Curry Bentley
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Richard and Andrea Craig
Michael and Deb Howard
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Joe and Kimberly Luckring
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Dr. Patricia Milsaps-Linger
Angela Moses

Bob and Jamie Murphy
Janice Murphy

Roger and Sally Read

Rice’s Landscapes Redefined
Dr. Cecilia Schweizer

Mark Stangl

Timken Company

Chip and Lisa Turkalj-Painter

$200 and above

Akron Zoo

Danette Bosh Alexander

Drs. Jon and Dorene Ash
Atrium OBGYN

Kathy and Bob Belden

Mary Brady

Canton Professional Educators’ Association
Child and Adolescent Behavioral Health
Tommy and Heidi Connors
Tasha Crable

Justin Crues

Michael and Kay Flood
Robert and Linda Ganser
Gayle Harter

Drs. Hentzel and Smith
Danielle Higgins

Kathleen Holtz
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Tracy Jordan, Happy Campers
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Angelica Lindstrom and Ronald Tucker Ill
Dan and Suzette Matthews
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Sharon McWhorter
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Dr. Chip and Heather Null
Mark and Cindy Samolczyk
Taylor Schauer

Michael and Maria Spencer
Stark County District Library
Robin Stursa

Natalie Weinsz

Kristine Willhite

Amy Wise

Ronald and Wanda Young

$100 and above
Dianne Cain
Davis Carlin
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Rhonda Chiurco
Melissa Chow
Lynne Clunk
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Laurie Gemberling
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Christine Hendershot
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Allyson V. James

Robin Kratzer

Peter and Mary Leahy
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Michael McGuinness
David and Leslie Nelson
Jennifer Palmer
Pinnacle Press

Gary Plauger

April Porter

JR and Amy Rozko
Dawn Elizabeth Schilling
Jennifer Scott

Alissa Siladi

Raymon and Nikki Smalley
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Danielle Triplett

Jim and Pam Underwood
Abigail Van Auken
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Molly Zerrer
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Lynn Engelman
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Ryan and Evrim Fulmer
Emily Gordon

Tom and Gretchen Graham
Mary Grisez

John Harris

Matt Hinderegger
Jacqueline L. Holmes
Sarah Isler

Thomas Keith

Dave Kerry

Casey Klingensmith
Mel Lioi

Nicholas Lubbers
Valarie Mayle

Ashley Mussulin

Brandyn Neal

Traci Neal

Kelly Nour

Linnea Olbon

Pete Ostapiak

Mark and Michelle Parent
Dane K. Parker

Michael Parr

Dr. Thomas Paumier
DeAnn Riley

Joyce Salapack

JP and Heather Schippert
Scott and Talie Schroeder
Kathy Schweizer

Carrie Shockey

Erma Smith

Jen Spring

Natalie Thouvenin

Corey Unckrich

Laura Unferdorfer

Elaine White

Jessica Witmer

Paula Yost

TRIBUTES
Honoring Joni Close’s 25 Years of Service
Dr. Patricia Millsaps-Linger
Dr. Cecilia Schweizer
Sisters of Charity Foundation
of Canton

In Memory of Corrine Doege
Lynn Blakeney
Catherine Chambers
Darlene Drage

Jerry Fox, Bish Creative
Brian Gallat

Patricia A. Gallat
John and Sally Graven
Carol Harrell

Kimberly Hert

Mary Hilliard

Sherry Kauffman
Sarah Kolic

Kathy Lineweaver

Mel Lioi

Cynthia Mease

Joy Sama

Barb Seeton

Pamela Sievert
Beverly Tobin

Cynthia Ward

Volunteers
Kiwanis Club of Canton
PNC branch managers

BOOK DONORS We thank students from GlenOak,
Hoover, and Perry high schools, who organized a
book drive and donated more than 4,000 new and
gently used children’s books.

FALL FUNDRAISER It’s a Tuesday. Many supporters
of the Early Childhood Resource Center have
gathered at the annual fall fundraising event to learn
more about the SPARK program, enjoy dinner with
friends, and bid on donated art pieces.



OUR MISSION

The mission of Early Childhood Resource
Center is to promote the healthy
development of young children by
strengthening families, improving the
quality of early learning experiences,
increasing school and community
readiness, and informing public policy.

OUR COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY

Early Childhood Resource Center provides
a welcoming atmosphere, inclusive of

all people, that honors, respects, and
celebrates everyone’s unique perspective.
We encourage diversity and the sharing
of thoughts and ideas to create a
learning environment that is responsive
to the needs of all young children and
those who educate and care for them.

Early Childhood Resource Center
is regionally located in three offices:

(Administrative Office)
1718 CLEVELAND AVENUE NORTHWEST
CANTON, OHIO 44703

37 N. HIGH STREET, SUITE D
AKRON, OHIO 44308

6414 MARKET STREET
BOARDMAN, OHIO 44512

EARLY CHILDHOOD
RESOURCE CENTER

A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

877.691.8521 ecresourcecenter.org




